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WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH KANSASP*
o !

The cry of William Allen White, who found the state too radical,
i now repeated by s follow-Kanses, who sees it hog-tied by conservatimm.

By, e
Konnoth 5. Devist*

Manhattan, Ksnses

Fhen e youthful William Allen @hite, back in 1896, published
in his Emporia Gazette en editorial entitled "What's the Matter With
Kensas?" he mas irdulging what has, from the first, been s favorite
exercise of Kansans -- nme.ly, self-castigation. Kansas, cried he,
was a bad joke, uade so by an excess of radicalisn. The Populiats,
who then dominated here, were *shabby, wild-syed rattle-brained"
Tanatics; “hnrpxes" whos believed the state should raise hell and let
the corn go to weeds; and "mossbacks" who "snerb and bowl because
here's a bathtub in the State House."

ittle later, and for the rest of his life, White was sure
(betwesn elmtxon caapaigns, anyway) thet what was the matter with
Kansas was the precise opposite of radicalisa, fWle sufered, he thought,
from an excess of conservatism. But from first to }.lst 1Ak¢ the :ym')<
‘tomatic and influentisl Kansan he wss, White was
matter with us and should be corrﬁctad. Other scates are di:tingh_sned
by boastfulness (Iowa, Californie end Texas 0alne to mind); Kansas is
distinguished by self-deprecation, There's a broad streak of puritan
masochism in our character, and in 1954 some ef ue sre stimulated to
ponder how and why this ceme to pass.

For 1954 s the year of Kansas' Territorial Centennial.
apecial Goveriior s coanttioe Lo havd s wosk sponsoring publicity,

accepted into the Union, a numerically inferior but intollectuaily
potent group of New England Abolitioniste H oo miSt to vet ihe
cultural tone. There followed the Kansas of nd‘an wars and Tatlrosd

of ¥ , Heys, Dodge
City) and such gun fighters as Mild Bill hnko‘(‘ or drmgm.s and grass-
hopper Pleguos; of world-record mheat crops, and of creative vison
al
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“Davls, Ronneth 5.5 Moot e theetesr WITR Kansas? The Ney York Tinex
lagasige, p. 12, June 27, 19

“>Kenneti S. Davis, the well-koma novelist and blographer, is a keen
observer of the ztiitudes and customs of his native Kansas,




