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Is it not strange (some of us ask ourselves) that thi,
of crude naterialion should have triumphed over a state once strangly
ander tbe influence of New England transcendentslisn? How has it
happened? #hat's the matbter with Kanses in 1954, anyway?

Well, straight off, one can answer, I think, that what's
satter with Xansas is not worse than, nor greatly different from, it
the netter with larger snd larger areas of American life these days. &
single-ninded, uninagivative bimid conformism in key positions; a stesdily
more standardized intellectual 1ife in consequence -« that's what'e the
natter with Kensas and it is increasingly what's the matber with the

inited States, in ny opision.

Fillien £llea Whito onco wrote thet Men anythin 1o going to

happen in this country, it happehs first in lansas"; that Kansas is
Vhiraly a staten but 1a kizd of prophecy’ He eupported bie contention
by nentioning bolition, Probibition, Populism end the Dull oose. 1'a

ot s present growing national pas.,Lan
i ow po]lh cal life, the present insistence that cvery-
like the more reactionary of owr businsss men on pain
. canned ss & traitorous fellow -~ but perhaps and

4& early as 1910, Carl L. Becker, then at Kansas Uniereity,
noted in one of his most famous essays that " Kanses individualisn

was go inportant; endurance, wrote he, "is itself & kind of conforaity.”

Hy own belief is that Becker was maming a characteristic not
nerely of Kensas individuelisa but of all individvalisn of the "rugged"
variety. Competition seeas as certainly a kind of confornity as en-

Tacrols uo doubt, homever, that lansas! pecultrly bloody
birth and srduous frontier upbringing aid encourage & more profound
devotion to "r»gged individualisn® than most other states have had,
with the Tosult that a conformist pattern vas firmly esteblished
within tro decades after the frontier disappeared. There arose what
Bscker called "the deification of the average" or "the dognatism of
eneral level.!

I've slso wondered soastimes if geography night not bave been
enong the chief determinents of our Kansas mind -- the fact b
have no mountains hore, gor lskes worthy of the nams; that thors s o
semensss to mush of our landscape (though I personally fisd it beauti-
D)5 and, Toss Snporéant of ally that the gaeaetis eanser of the
United Statea lies not very far fron the exact center of ow state.



