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8 coouy o aiddls position geographicslly, being nedther Yorth nor
South nor East, nor i er if this may not bave encoursged
W %o jrefer aiddie positions gonsrallys

I first thought of this vhen, back in 198, efter three decades
i which liquor was the centrel issue of owr politics, We fiaally o
pealed by a sizable mejority our state Prchobition smendmen
Legiolutire Shon hac to-repiace our bonoodry Len with some. sert of legal
ontrol, The Mextremes" of a state liquor monopoly (which wes deemed
"socialistic") or private liquor stores and open taverns (vhich viola-
ted our puritan pleties) were rejected as me put together what Capt.
liarold H. Huckins of the Wichita vice squad called the "worst exsmple

he overstetad the case. It provided for  privately owmed packige quor
stores, but prohibdited public drinking save in "pr:vats clubs! -

provision, said Gaptain Fuckins, which wes Yound tte incresse the ;)onu—
Tarity of the rest roon as the Aansas cocktail bar for she Somon aeu.

Uhat 1s illustrated here, ia ay opinion, is o grest dissd-
pantage of the luiddle-of-the-roed! attitude when edharud to ns otead-
fastly as it is by the typicel ansas mind. It tends to eschew an ob-
jective analysis of problens and a creative lpphcAM.en of principle
o their solution in favor of sinple measuremcatn of prevailing pressures

- ond these are nearly all heavily weighted toward the status quo or
well-organized private interests, It also leads to the belief that
there's an inherent virtue in dead centers and halfway memsures, even
when deeling with such clear 1sauos as Mclartayian! - as thowh
"Yruth! were o be found halfwey botween valid etetosenta and nalicious
lies, or "justice! hltway betwaen denonstrable right a

Yet Garl Beckor loved Kansas -- and g0 do I, It wap pre-
cisely because he loved her that he wrote as he did ard that be would
deplore, as I do, the manner in which this once gay and gawly old girl
(sho vas otill 35 when Becker wrots of hor) mes bavors s rshuwly sad
and drab. 1 deplore the relexations of those vital tensions between

uritan piety and Wild destern bravura, betwesn idealisn and yraznetisa,
between hell-fire religionists aod E. Haldemen-julius free thinkers.

Alnost the only largely effective tension in the Kansas of 1954
seens to be betmeon eastern and westorn danone. Here wre foud consid-
orablo differonces in ocononics and teaperasent; they geea reflested
sonewhat in a reging factionel fight ithin the Republican party s
Lieut, Gov. Fred Eall of £ Dodge City leads what is billed as o Vrovolt?
sgainat the "palage guard" of Governor Ed Arn, whoss candidate is George

Lax, Tormr tattes Seates Attorney for Kansas. But I'a afraid this
tension is herdly creet snough to stimulate much creativeness.



