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Fevertheless -- and this is ay rationsl justificstion for
what nay be, at heart, simply a love of hone -- 1'm convinced that
yestiges of the old, Jital Kensas do yet renain beneath that slaost
impenstrable crust of mediocrity we've allowed to form over us. They
asy be oven sore than vestigeo: perhaps therels as wuch cative Kanses
genius as there ever was, and all that's been lacking is the means of
expressing end orguntaing it - Ihe eans being Larecly in she hems
of umindful men.

L thonght mo u fox yeur nyrey, when an enthusiastic
soct, initdated by Wilton Biasmontr who vae then chaira

of the United States Rationad Comisaion for TBECO, mropt

state, ring & surprising aaoust of Liberal, ihternationdiis

sentinent in this alleged center of mindless "isolationisn,” as well

as an alnost pathetic cagerness to 1ive again the life of the mind.

by the fact that Kensas University’s United Nations Confersnce is cne
of the cost succesaful of that institution's extension activities.

There are other signs, if slender ones, of the latent possi-
Dility for a renaissance. Kansans, in conse.uence of the devastating
£lood of 51, ave certainly taking & more intelligent active interest
in river-development problems than they formerly did, framing legisle-
tlon which may make valuable contributfons to o badly needed natienel
mater policy.

Bie're also doing some creative thinking about long-tera forn

policy, espressing it through our far organizations. e may dey

She fact that Kensas, whoss fATst settlers more so conaitted m froal
o no merta it y-third aqong the states in everage teac

salaties, ot ve can proclaln with pride thet sinee 145 Worve advancad

fron forty-sixth to fourth anong all states in owr per capita expendi-

tures for mental hospitals.

Nor is Kanses literature, which once had high standing in the
natian, nom waolly soribuns  In fobere Tefe of Lewesnce we Aage ane ol
the jmost toportent and original historieno of the dasricsn fest. In

peks, 7, G. Clugston, author of "Rascals in Demscracy, * continues the
eld Popudist hell raising tradition while his follow tommomen, Karl

nanizger, continues to velusble contributions to popular unders
standing of peychintry. Of the Nenningers, Doctora Karl and Will, and
of the clinic they founded and head in Topeka, we Xansans are iamensely
proud,

Fracisely theso sigue of o continuing vitality are what muke
our voices apatient as we ask, in 1954, "What's the matter with
Kansas?' Thore seons 5o iron ecsssity (hat e coutime ae s umidy
confornist community; it is not required, ever gods rule
desting, that the socomd-rate be forever aaintained in the seats o
nighty. Surely it ia tise for us to rise again, restore our vital con-
nection with 2 great creauv‘ tradition, and thus mgain become “a kind
of prophecy" for all Amerd




